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To: - VOX members, Service Users Groups and Individual Service Users.

SERVICE USER AND CARER PARTICIPATION IN IIHML 2009

BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

This letter is seeking applications from Scottish Service Users for participation in the International Initiative for Mental Health Leadership (IIMHL) Conference in Brisbane Australia in 2009; The Scottish Government has agreed to fund the travel, accommodation and subsistence expenses for five service users to take part.  The Conference will be held between the 2nd and 6th March 2009.
Background Scotland has been a member of IIMHL since 2005, see www.iihml.com.

The International Initiative for Mental Health Leadership (IIMHL) is a government-to-government endeavor of 8 countries. It aims to facilitate the sharing of best practices and to provide needed support and collaboration for leaders of mental health services to develop robust and effective managerial and operational practices. The ultimate aim is to improve services for people who use them.

A key project of IIMHL is its annual 5 day leadership exchange - every year a different country hosts visiting mental health leaders from the other IIMHL member countries. Theses countries are Scotland, England, Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, Canada, USA, Australia and New Zealand. IIMHL takes a very wide and open view of who is a mental health leader, and in particular encourages participation by service users and carers. The purpose is to learn from each other, share new ideas, meet new people and discover new/better ways of working.

Scotland hosted this event in 2006 when 208 people were involved in 72 leadership exchanges and 250 people attended the conference in Edinburgh.   

Last year, the hosts were Canada, with 362 people involved in 77 leadership exchanges and 450 attending the conference in Ottawa.  
The Application and Selection Process
VOX is Scotland’s national service user led organisation and the Scottish Government has asked VOX to manage and administer both the application and selection process. VOX is sending out the call for applications to all its members, individual service users and groups.

An Application form is enclosed with this letter; all completed applications should be submitted to:

Wendy McAuslan

c/o The Mental Health Foundation

Merchants House

30 George Square

Glasgow G2 1EG
Or e-mail wmcauslan@mhf.org.uk
Closing date will be the 28th November 08, thereafter the selection of the five funded places will be made by a panel comprising of the Scottish Government, a VOX board member and Richard Norris of the Scottish Health Council.
Ideally the panel will be looking to select a mix of people who have been involved previously and who have made best use of the knowledge and networks gained to move forward the service user agenda in Scotland, as well as some new people who will be keen to learn through the opportunities that this will provide. We do hope that there is agreement on this selection process and look forward to receiving your completed application form should you wish to be considered for attendance at this conference.   

Yours sincerely, 

Wendy McAuslan

VOX – Development Coordinator

